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This is one of the familiar propositions of international revolutionary   So'cial-Democracy. It is  a perfectly   correct proposition. It has become a commonplace for all opponents of revisionism or -opportunism in parliamentary countries. It has become generally accepted as the legitimate and necessary   rebuff to "parliamentary cretinism,"  Millerandism, Berns-teinismi10 and  the Italian  reformism   of   the   Turati brand. Our good new /s&ra-ists have learned this excellent proposition by heart and are zealously applying it... quite inappropriately. Categories of the parliamentary struggle are introduced into resolutions written for conditions! in which no parliament exists. The concept "opposition," which has became the reflection and the expression of a political situation in which no one seriously speaks1 of an insurrection, is senselessly applied to a situation in which insurrection has begun and in which all the supporters of the revolution are thinking and talking about leadership in it. The desire to "stick to" old methods, i.e., action only "from below," is expressed with pomp and clamour precisely at a time when the revolution has confronted us with the necessity, in the event of the insurrection being victorious,  of acting from above.
No, our new Iskra-ists are decidedly out of luck! Even When they formulate a correct Social-Democratic proposition they don't know how to apply it correctly. They failed to take into consideration that in a period in which a revolution has begun,  when there is no*  parliament, when   there   is civil war, when insurrectionary outbreaks occur, the concepts and terms' of parliamentary struggle are changed and transformed into their opposites. They failed to take into consideration the fact that,  under  the   circumstances   referred to, amendments are moved by means of street demonstrations, interpellations are introduced by rheansi of offensive action by armed citizens, opposition to the government is1 effected by forcibly overthrowing the government. Like the well-known hero of our folklore, who repeated